Natural Sequence Farming Association Letter
On Sunday 9th November a Field Day was held at Mulloon Creek Natural Farms to promote the adoption of Peter Andrew’s Natural Sequence Farming (“NSF”) system. The day was jointly sponsored by Upper Shoalhaven Landcare, Southern Rivers CMA, Mulloon Creek Natural Farms and The Natural Sequence Association with Peter Andrews. More than 200 people took the time to inspect the transformation of Mulloon Creek from a deeply incised and eroded water course into a healthy, heavily-vegetated flowing stream. They came from cities, towns, hobby farms, Landcare Groups, cropping and grazing land and they were shown how the Australian landscape can be repaired.
This work has taken a little more than two years and has been equally funded by the former Natural Heritage Trust/Envirotrust programme and Mulloon Creek Natural Farms landowner, Mr. Tony Coote. Research into the results is being carried out by the Fenner School, ANU under the guidance of Honours Co-Ordinator, Dr. John Field.
It is now apparent that NSF, as espoused by Natural Sequence Association under the guidance of Mr. Peter Andrews, brings major benefits to the environment and agriculture and that those benefits are scientifically measurable. Water is saved, fertility increased and carbon is sequestered in vegetation and soil. 

What is stopping every intelligent farmer, Landcare group and Shire Council from adopting these methods? Government legislation and regulation is absolutely contrary to NSF. It precludes the installation of “leaky weirs” in the stream beds, it prevents any earthworks adjacent to streams that smooth the steep banks of gullies and creeks and it fines farmers who have “noxious” weeds (including willows) on their holdings, let alone in the riparian zone. Worse still, no legislation recognises the role of “Rehydration” of the floodplain and concentrates solely upon irrigation whether by spray, flood or trickle. Buying back water allocations or acquiring vast tracts of land from giant agricultural corporations will solve no problems and will continue to consign the farmer to a growing Australian underclass.
Until such time as the basic principles of NSF are understood by all relevant governmental authorities, our Australian landscape will continue to die. The practices promoted by bureaucrats acting under this faulty legislation are not only ineffective in controlling erosion, salinity and desertification of valuable pastoral properties but they are also enormously expensive. 
If global warming is to be addressed quickly and affordably, NSF must be sanctioned by all Departments of Environment, Sustainability, Primary Industry, Water, Energy, Education and Training, Research and Development under whatever name they operate, whether Federally or in each State. 

We, the undersigned, want change in our landscape policies. We want to be able to reconnect our streams to their floodplains. We want to keep our pastures green so our stock can graze on biodiverse forage and more than anything else, we want to be allowed to run our own land sustainably and profitably without the well-meaning but 
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misguided intervention of conventional agricultural scientists whose training has failed to address the problems we all see everyday when we walk out our front doors. 

Many of us want to “do a Mulloon Creek” on our land, within our catchments, or in our own Landcare group, but the new legislation makes this impossible and illegal. Do something about this or you, who are our chosen representatives, will find yourselves looking for new employment after the next election.
More can be seen at the websites..

http://www.nsfarming.com
www.naturalsequenceassociation.org.au
www.naturalsequencefarming.com
Thank you for your time.

