Rivers, Streams, Floodplains and Runnels-Unique Components of the Australian Landscape
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*Painting by Roger Quinn, ‘Mulloon Floodplain’ 2007

     * Kindly reproduced here by the permission of the artist 

Newsletter – 4 December 2007 

(This email will be sent to all those registered on the NSF site by 30 June 2006.)

     ‘Building Bridges’- The Future for Natural Sequence Farming   
	Natural Sequence Farming (NSF) Update


As 2007 comes rushing to a close there is much to report. On the 10th of November, two weeks before the Federal Election, the Coalition announced a $6M pledge to Peter Andrews Natural Sequence Farming. The Media Release said ‘A re-elected Coalition Government will implement a $6 million Natural Sequence Farming (NSF) national demonstration and study. The funding commitment for this project was jointly announced today by the Minister for the Environment and Water Resources, Malcolm Turnbull, the Minister for Agriculture, Peter McGauran, and Assistant Minister for the Environment and Water Resources, John Cobb. In the release they said: 

“NSF seeks to restore the restore the health of floodplains and their streams by slowing the rate of water flow, especially after rain,” Mr. Turnbull said. 

“NSF techniques were first developed by Peter Andrews on his property in the Hunter Valley, New South Wales. They have proved to be highly productive as well as highly resilient to drought. The current drought has underlined the importance of supporting land management initiatives such as NSF.” 

Mr. McGauran said the new funding would enable a truly comprehensive national demonstration and study of NSF, allowing the full benefits of NSF land stewardship techniques. It builds on initial support of more than $100,000 for a demonstration project at Mulloon Creek Natural Farms in Bungendore, NSW. 

“The Natural Sequence Association, a non-profit, organisation, has been established to support Peter Andrews’s vision of further research, enhancement and implementation of his life’s work,” Mr. McGauran said. 

Funding will be used to: 

• Establish a national network of Natural Sequence Farming demonstration sites. 

• Establish an Expert Scientific Review Panel to coordinate the scientific analysis and auditing of each of the demonstration sites. 

• Support the development of training and education programs to assist land managers with the implementation of NSF principles. 

Mr. Cobb said a re-elected Coalition Government will also ask State and Commonwealth officials to identify and resolve any planning, regulatory or policy issues that may impact on the broader roll out of NSF. 

“This funding will be delivered in close consultation with Catchment Management Authorities.”….end of Press Release
As we all know, Labour won the election so the pledge wasn’t worth the paper it was written on. Now the task falls to the new Australian Government and to you it’s citizens. If you believe in the NSF principles, which basically say that the solution to Climate Change, Global Warming and increasing CO2 can be found in the landscape components in the Australian landscape, then contact the new players in the Government. 

Here are the email addresses of the new ministers we need to contact to raise awareness of Peter Andrews Natural Sequence Farming. 

Kevin.Rudd.MP@aph.gov.au PM 
Senator Penny Wong http://www.aph.gov.au/Senate/senators/homepages/contact.asp?id=00AOU Minister for Climate Change and Water 
Tony.Burke.MP@aph.gov.au Minister for Agriculture 
Peter.Garrett.MP@aph.gov.au Minister for Environment
An update since our last Newsletter:

The WaterSmart submission which was put up by the Landscape Rehydration Alliance to the Federal Governments National Water Initiative meet with disappointment with the National Water Commission rejecting the submission. The on again off again developments in the submission had the backing of several key Coalition members but it was not enough to see the project get over the line. There was disappointment all round from all the stakeholders involved in the submission.

A West Australian lady nominated Peter in the Australian of the Year Awards for 2008. Peter was nominated in the NSW section of the ‘Local Hero Award’ but failed to meet the cut for the finalists, the winner of which will be announced on Australia Day in January 2008.

Peter’s book Back from the Brink has sold in excess of 40,000 copies and has probably been read by 3x that number of people as the book gets handed around. Meanwhile, the ABC has approached Peter to write a sequel, which will probably be released in late in 2008. The book was nominated in The Age Book of the Year, in the Non-Fiction category, along with 14 other titles and Peter attended the awards ceremony in Melbourne in August. No cigars here either. The ABC has entered into discussions with Peter for a sequel to be published in 2008.

The Natural Sequence Association, NSA (a non profit organisation set up to support Peter and his principles) has appointed Bill Saunders, as it’s new CEO. Bill has a background in thoroughbreds and IT and runs the very popular Cyberhorse website (www.cyberhorse.net.au) and is ably supported by the National Body Board headed up by Chairman Tony Coote (of Mulloon Creek Natural Farms) and other Board Members including Peter Andrews (Originator of NSF), Martin Royds (Braidwood Farmer).

The NSA has as one of it’s aims the return of Peter’s lost assets by way of the return of the property in Bylong. It also has undertaken to get a syllabus written for the new Education and Training Programs which the Association hopes to have up and running in 2008. Enquiries for the E and T courses can be sent to me at duane@nsfarming.com
The Proceedings of the Inaugural Natural Sequence Farming Workshop held in Bungendore in November 2006 are now completed and they are now expected to go up on the Southern Rivers CMA website early 2008. There will also be a link to them on the www.nsfarming.com website.

The Discussion Forum on the nsfarming website has continued to grow with 120 members now registered and growing. If you would like to participate in the discussions or see the topics and posts click onto: http://www.naturalsequencefarming.com/forum/index.php and follow the links. Alternatively, it can be accessed via the nsfarming homepage.

Peter has continued to travel the country from north to south from east to west. Of the 56 NRM groups right across the country Peter has now addressed almost half of them as well as dozens of CMA’s and Landcare groups. There is a huge groundswell of grass roots and community interest in NSF and this is being translated into a positive outlook for both Government and the community.

Peter has been busy with engagements all over the country. Since July of this year he has attended:

ABC Radio National with Di Martin speaking on Weeds.

Appeared on Channel Nines Sunday program in the cover story with Ray Martin and Don Burke.

ABC Regional Radio in Victoria, NSW, Queensland and SA and WA.

Radio National NZ

Manning Landcare Field Day on NSF.

SA Wine Industry Environment Conference

Goolwa to Wellington LAP Strathalbyn NSF field day in SA

Burrendong Arboretum in Wellington advising on NSF

Glenelg Hopkins CMA field days on NSF in Victoria

Port Fairy Book Fair in Victoria

Eyre Peninsula Natural Resource Management Group in SA

SEQWater NSF Project in SEQ.

Macquarie Marshes, an International Ramsar Wetland, at the invitation of the Central West CMA

Merriwa Landcare NSF Field Day, NSW

Lower Murrumbidgee NSF Field Day

Martindale Vineyard, Hunter Valley, NSW

Earth Forum Dialogue

Sydney University, addressed students and staff of the Faculty of Agriculture 

Rangelands Management Action Planning NSF Field Day at Mildura

Central Highlands Regional Resources Use Planning Cooperative (CHRRUP),Qld

Ovens King and Black Dog Catchments and North East Catchment Management Authority, Victoria
Guest Speaker at Strategic Focus Conference, Coffs Harbour

Guest Speaker at Tasmanian Landcare Conference

Guest Speaker at Australia Pacific Extension Network National Forum, Canberra

Guest Speaker at Australian Fodder Industry Assoc, NSW

University of Western Australia Lecture Series

The year 2008 could bring a whole new beginning to NSF as the Numerologists amongst us would know that it is a 1 year…new ideas, new beginnings, new starts, the genesis of a new world order perhaps.

May your Christmas be a joyful one shared with family and friends. Thank you for your continued interest in Peter Andrews’ Natural Sequence Farming.

Happy 2008 to ALL.

Duane Norris
Natural Sequence Farming 
81 Heath Road
Hardys Bay 
NSW 2257
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